
Hello,   Portville   Bap�st   Church! 05/15/2020  
 
It   is   hard   to   be   apart   for   so   long.    We   miss   each   other.    We   all   desire   for   things   to   “get   back   to   normal”   or  
to   get   back   to   how   things   were   before   the   COVID-19   pandemic.    Life   will   return   to   normal   (Lord   willing!),  
but   it   will   be   a   process   -   for   the   state   of   NY,   the   country   as   a   whole,   and   for   our   local   gathering   of  
Chris�an   believers.  
 
As   pastor,   I   have   a   spiritual   responsibility   for   all   of   you;   but   I   must   also   take   into   considera�on   your  
physical   well-being   and   our   obedience   to   state   and   Federal   mandates.   This   is   why   we   have   been   closed  
since   March   22,   2020.  
 
As   we   look   forward   to   coming   back   together,   I   have   an   update   for   you.    According   to   New   York   State’s  
website   ( ny.gov ),   specific   regions   of   New   York   State   are   qualified   to   enter   phase   1   of   reopening   and   other  
regions   will   follow.    Ca�araugus   County   is   not   included   in   those   coun�es   so   normal   church   services   at  
Portville   Bap�st   Church   are   not   permissible.    However,   drive-in   church   services   are   acceptable   and   would  
not   violate   any   government   mandates.  

 
First   Drive-In   Church   Service   -   Sunday,   May   17th   at   11:00   a.m.  

 

Please   observe   these   guidelines   during   the   drive-in-services.  
 
1.   THE   BUILDING   IS   CLOSED.  
We   will   con�nue   having   drive-in   services   in   the   church   parking   lot   on   Sunday   mornings   at   11:00   am   un�l  
further   no�ce.    We   will   not   hold   other   Sunday   or   mid-week   services   un�l   the   building   is   fully   open.  
 
2.   STAY   IN   YOUR   VEHICLES.  
We   must   maintain   social   distancing   and   lack   of   personal   contact   between   separate   households.    This  
may   be   difficult   for   some   of   the   younger   kids   and   those   of   us   who   desire   the   comfort   that   personal  
contact   brings,   but   this   is   important.  
 
3.   COMPLY   WITH   GOVERNMENT   MANDATES.  
Please   follow   the   government   mandates   on   social   distancing   and   the   use   of   the   face   masks.    We   need   to  
do   our   part   to   prevent   a   spike   in   COVID-19   cases,   so   our   society   can   “get   back   to   normal”   soon.  
 
As   New   York   State   opens   up   phase   by   phase,   our   church   will   also   open   up   phase   by   phase.    This   is   the  
first   phase   for   our   Church.    Lord   willing,   the   next   phase   would   be   mee�ng   on   Sunday   mornings   in   the  
Church   sanctuary   while   maintaining   social   distancing   prac�ces.    When   that   will   happen   is   unknown   at  
this   point   in   �me.    Please   be   pa�ent   in   this   process   knowing   that   the   more   we   comply   with   mandates,  
the   quicker   we   can   enjoy   full   fellowship   with   each   other.  
 
Stay   safe   and   healthy   and   God   bless,  
Pastor   Brandon   Hollis  

http://www.ny.gov/

